
TVMTA Board Meeting  

January 15, 2021 at 10:00 am on ZOOM 
 

Minutes 
 

1) Welcome / Call to Order: Irina Albig 
2) In Attendance  

○ Halima, Julie, Rebecca, Andrea, Tawna, Svetlana, Adam, Ann, Luann, Robert, 
Ethan, Suzy, Rebecca, Amy, Michiko 

3) Introduction of New Members 
○ Ann, Adam, Ethan, Polina, Rebecca 

4) Reading Minutes: Michiko Miller 
5) Programs: Svetlana Maddox 

○ First Meeting - On Friday, January 29th, at 10:30 a.m. by Robyn Wells.  
“Songs and Sew On” Robyn will play some of her compositions from “Quilting 
Circle”, discuss the process of composing musical pieces, and share information 
about the NFMC Content.  

○ Second Meeting - On Sunday, March 7th, at 4:00 p.m. by Barton Moreau. “Haydn 
in Plain Sight” Presentation and Master class on Zoom. Students are welcome to 
play live on Zoom or provide a link to their YouTube video performances. If you 
are interested in signing your students up for the Master class, please 
contact Dr. Moreau directly at bartonmoreau@boisestate.edu. 

6) Treasurer’s Report: Suzy Clive 
○ Current expenses are only stamps. 
○ Budget for Sonatina - The budget for office supplies, parking, dinner and other 

have been saved because we did it online.  We did not make much profit. 
7) Sonatina Competition: Suzy Clive 

○ The levels for Sonatina - Instead of 15 levels, it will be 10 levels to match the 
level of Certificate of Achievement.  Plus the Young Artist level for advanced 
students and Level P for the young beginners who are 7 years old or younger. 
Therefore, it will become a total of 12 levels. 

○ Question - Halimah is concerned that there will be confusion, because some 
students are playing higher level for Sonatina than their Certificate of 
Achievement level due to their Theory Level. 

i) Answer - Suzy mentioned that unless the levels of Sonatina and COA are 
not extremely different, it would be acceptable. The teachers can sign up 
for whatever level they wish.  

ii) Irina mentioned the reason for the proposal. Students are confused about 
the different levels for different events.  Aligning these levels will make it 
easier for students and parents to understand.  

○ Question - New member Adam asked how many students are 
participating in the Sonatina Festival.  
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i) Answer - Suzy responded as follows. It has been going on 30 years and 
about 200 ~ 300 students are participating. We had 15 levels until now. 
There are about 15 students on a pod. For the upper levels, we do 10 
students. For example, if we had 20 students register for level 2, we have 
two pods of 10. They compete against each other before the single judge 
then the judge decides the finalists and honorable mention. Then, the 
students who are selected compete at the evening recital.  

○ Question - New member Ann asked about the registration process. 
i) Answer - Suzy responded that registration will start in August or 

September. If you have advanced students at the upper level, they should 
start practicing those pieces in May.  

○ Presentation of the Sonatina Repertoire in February - Suzy  
i) Suzy is working on the list. This process is always challenging. When she 

puts the selection together, she will scan and send it to teachers.  
ii) Halimah encouraged teachers to help with this.  
iii) It was a good idea to have two selections for each level in several 

different eras.  
iv) Ann asked if TVMTA had a Bach or Baroque festival.  
v) Suzy responded that TVMTA would love to do it if it has enough helpers 

to do the event.  
vi) Irina thought this was a great idea and suggested Ann and Adam get 

involved in making plans. 
vii) Halimah mentioned that in the past TVMTA had the BARTOK festival 

which was at the beginning of summer. 
viii) Becca gave her opinion that we can rotate the musical era to choose the 

music pieces every year.  
ix) Adam mentioned that the challenge of having many events might lead to 

low attendance.  
x) Svetlana suggested that we can link time periods to the Treasures of 

Treasure Valley recitals. 
8) State Competition: Julie Draney 

○ At the business meeting, they voted to combine the State Conference and 
Competition. It will give more time to competitors for the original State level 
competition before the deadline some time in October.  

○ The fundraiser letter will be sent this weekend to be provided the sponsorship.  
9) The Newsletter: Robert Morrison 

○ Suzy suggested posting the Sonatina Competition repertoire in the newsletter.  
○ Robert stated the guidelines of the newsletter.  

i) It takes 10 days to put it together. He will send out the document format 
and doc file by January 25th and then the teachers will send the 
newsletter back to Robert.  

ii) We will wait for the Sonatina Committee to decide on the deadline. 
10)  The Certificate of Achievement: Luann Fife 



○ The teachers need to verify if the test will be in person, video recording or in 
person though audio.  

○ Information is on TVMTA website.  
○ Registration is now open. From January 11th ~ 22nd. If you have level 10 

students, you need to get their program.  
○ West Musician’s link is on the TVMTA website. Fees are listed. 
○ COA schedule will be sent in March. 
○ Video should be submitted by April 5th.  
○ Ear training and theory must be done with the teacher. Digital file will be sent and 

the teacher will grade it. (The digital file is almost ready. ) 
○ Sight reading - The envelope must be opened by the teacher or the parent during 

the recording.  
○ There are time limits for the performance.  
○ Andrea gave instructions on how to record - All required performances (such as 

sight playing, technique, repertoire)  must be done in one take. The students 
have one link for a judge.  

○ Suzy requested sending the teachers the digital file by March 15th due to the 
busyness of March. Luann agreed with this. Recording could be done at any 
time, but submit it by the due date.  

11) Treasure of the Treasure Valley: Michiko Miller 
○ Cancelled because of COVID 

12) Spring (Summer) Show Case: Julie Draney 
○ Participation fee - $20   The atmosphere and the grand piano are gorgeous with 

blue Steinway.  
○ The date was moved to August 7th because of COVID. 
○ If the recital will be held on August 7th, the recital will start at noon instead of 

9:00 a.m. as listed on the previous schedule.  
○ Day of registration is late May. 
○ Halimah mentioned that because of summer vacation and (depending on the 

contingency), it may be difficult to have the recital.  
○ Julie mentioned that we don’t need to put money down. So, depending on the 

situation, the recital may have to be canceled.  
○ Luann confirmed that if you have the students in level 10 of COA, the teachers 

need to contact Luann to get their program.  
       13)    Meeting adjourned. 

      End at 12:00 noon 
Editor: Michiko Miller 


