
  

Newsletter June 2020
News and event announcements for TVMTA members

From the President’s Desk

Dear music teachers, colleagues, 
and friends:
   Greetings! I hope all of you 
have had a restful summer and now 
are all geared up for the new 
school year! Despite the challenges 
this year has brought, we are 
moving forward with our events and 
programs, which help our students 
and ourselves to stay connected and 
to grow as musicians and human 
beings. Our board members have been 
working hard to keep our events and 
programs alive and adjust to our 
new reality. I am also thrilled to 
welcome our new board members for 
2020-2022: Michiko Miller as a 
secretary and Svetlana Maddox as 
our vice president and program 
chair. Also special thanks to Juli 
Draney for creating our new event, 
"Spring Show Case"!  
   The past 6 months have been 
challenging for all of us; yet, we 
have adjusted and learned many 
things. Like many of you, I learned 
how to teach online, how to record 
and conduct video lessons, and how 
to set up my studio with the COVID-
19 guidelines. Since playing music 
was one of very few activities my 
students had, I felt that my role 
as a teacher grew in importance and 
has become more meaningful. 
Quarantine has brought some new 
ideas, one of which I want to share 
with you.  
    Teaching online made me realize 
that it is nearly impossible to 
hear all the musical details in my 
students' playing, so at some point 
I asked one of my students' Mom to 
video record her    (Continued p.3)
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A Note from Dr. Svetlana Maddox

Dear Colleagues,

It is my pleasure to serve as a vice 
president of our beloved TVMTA in 
2020-2021.  For those who do not know 
me, I am an Adjunct Faculty professor 
at Boise State University and the 
College of Western Idaho.

TVMTA is planning several interesting 
events for 2020-2021. Here are the 
dates of the events:

Friday, September 25th at 10:30am at   
Dunkley Music Recital Hall - Dr. Del  
Parkinson's presentation   
"Celebrating Ludwig van Beethoven's    
250th Birthday." Due to the virus   
Dunkley Music can allow only 10       
people in the recital hall. Please   
email svetlanamaddox@boisestate.edu   
to RSVP. We are going to stream      
Del's presentation synchronously on   
zoom. The code will be emailed to    
all of the teachers the day before    
the event.  
Sunday, October 25th at 4:00pm,        
Dunkley Music Recital Hall - 
"Treasures of the Treasure Valley"     
1st recital 
Saturday, November 14th - Sonatina     
Competition - by video recordings
Sunday, December 13th at 4:00pm,       
Dunkley Music Recital Hall -          
"Christmas Concert" featuring         
"Treasures of the Treasure Valley"    
2nd recital
January - Guest Artist, date, and      
time TBA
(Continued p.3)



  

Sonatina Competition 2020

Hello Fellow Teachers!

Sonatina Competition 2020 
registration through the TVMTA 
website will begin on September 
20th and end at 11:59 pm on 
September 26th. Please encourage 
your students to participate!

This year’s competition will be by 
video recording. I am excited to 
say that we will have judges from 
all over the country! The deadline 
for submitting video recordings is 
November 9th, with adjudication to 
occur on November 14th and final 
results to be completed, posted 
and winners notified by November 
16th. First and Second place 
winners with up to three honorable 
mentions will be awarded.  
Additional information will be 
posted on the TVMTA website.

I am so glad that we have this 
inspirational event every fall. I 
am looking forward to hearing our 
excellent students. Please email 
me if you have any questions.

Best,

Amy Audas
2020 Sonatina Chair
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Calling All Performers for Spring 
2021!

Next May, we will feature a fun new 
performance opportunity for our 
students and teachers - the TVMTA 
Spring Showcase! This event will 
consist of themed recitals throughout 
the day (tentatively set for 
Saturday, 5/15/20) at BSU’s stunning 
Stueckle Sky Center on the blue 
Steinway! 

Here are the recitals:

9:00am   Adult Learners
11:00am  Piano Duets
1:00pm   Baroque and Classic Period 
3:00pm   Romantic 
5:00pm   Jazz/Contemporary/Originals
7:00pm   20th - 21st-century          
   (Debussy, Rachmaninov, Joplin,     
    Jazz, 2nd-Viennese School,        
     Bartok, Piazzolla and more) 
8:30pm TVMTA Member Teachers Recital  
   (featuring appreciation awards!)

  Each recital will feature a short 
powerpoint presentation related to 
the recital theme. Students will 
receive a participation (Cont. p.3)  



  

From the President’s Desk (from p.1)

son's pieces for my evaluation. The 
email with the video recordings came 
during my birthday (which was tainted by 
the gloomy situation we all were in).   
Listening to my student's performance 
touched me deeply. I felt connected to 
this young boy on a different, deeper 
level, and his musical, thoughtful 
playing made my birthday truly special.  
   This experience made me think of 
all my students whose birthdays 
happened during this time of 
isolation and fear, and this gave me 
an idea:  I sent an email to all the 
parents with the students' birthdays 
of the month and suggested other 
students to video record their 
favorite piece and send it to the 
birthday student with a few words of 
Happy Birthday wishes. This started a 
new tradition in my studio of "The 
Gift of Music". From then on, at the 
beginning of each month I send a list 
of birthday students to be showered 
with their piano friends' "Music 
video gifts".                         
   What have been your experiences 
and new creative ideas during the 
isolation? How did this time changed 
your teaching style or teaching 
approach? We all want to hear your 
voice. We learn from each other and 
this way we support each other. 
Please, share your story for our next 
newsletter.                           
   I am anticipating our year 2020-
2021 to be engaging, educational,and 
transformative in many ways, and I am 
looking forward to seeing you at our 
first program dedicated to 
Beethoven's 250th Birthday on 
September 25th presented by Del 
Parkinson.

Irina Albig

Calling All Performers (from p.2)

ribbon and small gift bag.
  The registration fee for student 
performers is $20. TVMTA teachers 
performing on the 8:30pm recital 
will not need to pay the 
registration fee. Repertoire 
length is limited to 5 minutes per 
student and there is room for 16 
performers per recital. Sign-up 
Deadline will be January 15, 2021. 
Volunteer sign-ups, application, 
and registration forms will be 
available on the 
treasurevalleymta.org website. 
Please direct questions to Juli 
Draney julidraneystudio@gmail.com. 
We look forward to a fun event! 
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Dr. Svetlana Maddox (from p.1)

Sunday, February 7th at 4:00pm,    
 Dunkley Music Recital Hall - 
"Treasures of the Treasure Valley" 
 3rd recital
Friday, February 19th at 10:30am   
 at Dunkley Music Recital Hall -   
 Sonatina Competition Repertoire   
 Presentation 
March - Guest Artist, date, and    
 time TBA
Saturday, April 10th - Certificate 
 of Achievement. We will notify    
the teachers about the format of   
this event in the next             
Newsletter.
Saturday, May 15th, 9:00am -       
 10:00pm - "Spring Showcase" at    
 Albertsons Stadium, Boise State   
 University. Juli Draney is the   
chair of this spectacular all-day  
event for students, teachers, and  
guests.
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Lessons Learned: Remote 
Teaching

  The coronavirus pandemic puts 
music teachers at risk of 
infection due to multiple daily, 
up-close, and prolonged contact 
with students. Remote teaching 
would seem to be a solution, but 
I have interviewed many teachers 
who have tried this. Without 
exception, teachers tell me that 
this type of teaching has not 
gone well due to various 
limitations of the online 
connection. Since I have a 
technical background, I have 
investigated a number of ways to 
make remote teaching work better. 
  I will discuss this from a 
piano teacher’s perspective—voice 
and instrumental instruction will 
have variations but the main 
ideas here will be the same.
  Teachers tell me that there are 
problems with sound quality, 
viewing printed music, viewing 
pedaling, establishing a personal 
connection with students over 
video, using a metronome or 
counting, and connectivity 
issues.
  In this article, I will 
describe remote teaching 
equipment, and will cover the 
teaching process itself in a 
future newsletter. I have found 
that sound quality depends on the 
device used. Tablets and phones 
simply do not work in this role. 
The cameras and mics used are 
cheap and tiny. Using a laptop 
with at least one external camera 
and microphone works far better.  
Use a direct wired ethernet, do 
not use WIFI for teaching!
  I solve the viewing music 

problem by having three cameras that I 
can easily switch in Zoom—one facing 
me at the piano, one behind me facing 
the keyboard,and one facing down on a 
flat surface for printed music. You 
will get much better video quality if 
the studio is well lit. Since I have 
three cameras, I can pick between 
three microphones, so I run tests to 
determine which one has the best 
sound. I put the cameras on stands 
with booms: this allows quick and easy 
camera movement to see, for example, 
my pedaling or examples of bench 
placement or posture.
  I really want to hear notes clearly 
from the student, but this simply 
doesn’t work well over apps such as 
Zoom. Playing chords over zoom is a 
mess—it optimizes sound for voices, 
not music. I discovered something 
important—you MUST NOT have sound 
going both ways over Zoom (or 
Facetime, Skype, etc). When you listen 
to your student, you must mute your 
mic. In addition, there’s another very 
effective secret! Tell your students 
to turn off their sound (not the mic, 
their speakers) while playing, this 
stops feedback. I have a separate 
sound amplifier and speakers (another 
good idea since sound quality out of 
laptops is often pretty bad), so I 
simply mute the amplifier. You can 
also go to the sound mixer icon on the 
laptop and select mute there. Student 
headphones also will work since it 
prevents sound from coming back into 
the microphone.
  Counting and metronome sounds must 
come from the student while playing, 
not from you, otherwise you have sound 
going both ways and wont synchronize 
right. I’ll cover duets next time. 
  Well, now I am out of space, with so 
much more to say. More on this subject 
next time!  
      --Robert Morrison  
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