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A Note from our President 
by Irina Albig 

Dear music teachers, colleagues, and friends: 

First of all, I hope you are all well and thriving in your new living and teaching reality.  Your 
resilience, creativity, strength, and the love of music make you shine brightly in these 
peculiar circumstances.  You are true heroes for your students and colleagues alike! 

I am thrilled to write this message to you in our Newsletter format!  The Newsletter is back, 
and we are planning on having it mailed five times during this school year: May, August, 
October, February, April/May.  Thank you, Tawna Love, so very much for making this 
wonderful form of communication possible through your professionalism and expertise.  

Taking on the position of TVMTA president, I could not predict this unusual turn of events 
ending with the pandemic, which did alter my ideas and events planning for the upcoming 
year.  However, these unforeseen circumstances might open new doors to new and 
creative approaches to the way we teach, learn, and go about our business.  Everything has 
a silver lining and I am hopeful to see more shine through this new reality we are living in. 
One of these new "silvers" is availability of valuable teaching tools online, such as the MTNA 
website featuring a great variety of teaching resources plus a virtual 2020 national 
conference.  There are also many wonderful concerts, recitals and operas available on the 
web for us to enjoy.  Now, going back to our teaching studios:  on line teaching, as hard as 
it is, does bring about new ideas, makes us notice new things, and forces us and our 
students to get more creative in our musical journey. 



Concluding the 2019-2020,  I have to say, we had a successful year with all the programs 
running smoothly.  The last event, the Certificate of Achievement, impressed me personally 
the most.  During this time of school shutdowns, general fear, and the unknown, our C. of 
A. team led by Andrea Hansen continued to work hard and came up with many creative 
ideas.   As a result, this program took place via the internet, and everybody: students, 
parents, teachers, and judges alike put great effort to make this work.   It truly was one of 
the greatest communal efforts I witnessed in our organization which proved how strong, 
resourceful, and mighty we all really are when we are working together!  After seeing this 
all taking place, I felt very honored to be your humble servant.  Again, and again:  Hats off to 
Andrea Hansen who managed this incredibly challenging task with flexibility, 
determination, and professionalism.  Thank you, Andrea and the Certificate of Achievement 
team for your immense contribution this year!  And thank you all the teachers who 
volunteered to judge this event. 

Now, looking forward.  I am excited to announce our TVMTA board meeting via Zoom on 
Friday, May 22nd at 12:00 Noon.  Please, check your email for more information on signing 
up.  There are still two positions open: the vice president and the secretary.  I hope to see 
some of you stepping in to support our organization.  During our meeting we will be 
discussing the upcoming year, the programs, and new ideas.  Please, join us if you can. 
Among other things, the agenda will hold: Sonatina Competition preparation led by Amy 
Audas, Treasures of the Treasure Valley recitals discussion, the Newsletter led by Tawna 
Love, Grand May Recitals led by Juli Draney, Certificate of Achievement led by our new 
chair LuAnn Five, The Treasurer report let by Suzy Clive, and possible online (or live) 
workshops, Master Classes, and programs.  

It is a great honor and privilege for me to serve such a strong, creative, and professional 
MTA chapter as TVMTA.  I value all of you very much, and would love to hear your voice. 
Please, send me your ideas, suggestions, and proposals that can benefit us all.  I am looking 
forward to working with you.  Let’s keep supporting our amazing and vibrant TVMTA 
community! 

"When I hear music, I fear no danger.  I am invulnerable.  I see no foe.  I am related to the 
earliest times, and to the latest."  H. Thoreau 

Irina Albig, President TVMTA 

Certificate of Achievement 
by Andrea Hansen 

Certificate of Achievement 2020 has been eventful this year!  Fees were set from $28- 50 
with levels from Young Beginner to Advanced. 



Registration was January 6-18, 2020.  We had 214 students registered with 24 teachers. 5 of 
these teachers did not participate in 2019.  (For reference….In 2019 we had 185 students 
registered and 22 teachers.) 

Jill Wright had made arrangements for 9 judges this year and was planning a judges dinner 
at her home for them.  Thank you Jill for your help with these arrangements. 

Teachers entered all of the student repertoire by February 15, 2020. Thank you teachers! 

Nadine Reece checked all the repertoire.  Thank you Nadine for taking the time to do this. 

Cindy Wells completed scheduling 214 students and entered them in the computer system 
and had schedules sent to the teachers on March 6, 2020. Thank you Cindy for your time in 
doing this. 

March 12, 2020 the COA Committee had an email discussion with the increased concern of 
COVID-19 about making some changes to the COA Program this year. March 13th we put a 
vote out to the TVMTA teachers with 3 options….#1 Cancel.  #2 Online Only.  #3 Modified 
(live judge only, teachers administer tests). 

March 17th it was announced that teachers & students/families would do what they felt 
most comfortable doing.  Anyone that wanted to cancel, was free to cancel for a full refund 
before March 21st.  Teachers would administer the theory test and ear training and then 
they could either send a recording to be judged, arrange to have a judge come to their 
studio, or arrange to have the student go to the judge. We asked teachers to add their name 
to a list if they were able/willing to judge either recordings only, live video feed, or live in 
person.  We had 15 teachers agree to judge recordings, 11 agree to judge live-online, and 6 
agree to judge live-in person.  We notified the judges that had been previously selected of 
our decision and thanked them for their willingness to participate.  Teachers were sent a 
list of prospective judges and asked to contact the judge of their choice and make 
arrangements for their students. 

After this email was sent we had 84 cancellations for various reasons and those students 
had their money refunded to their teachers. 

Emily Hanks contacted Musicians West and ordered the tests.  Thank you Emily for doing 
that! 

March 28th was a pretty eventful day.  The State of Idaho was given a “Stay At Home” order 
until April 15th.  With that order the COA Committee re-issued our decision this year and 
gave only 2 options.  Teachers could do a recording and submit it to the judge or they could 
arrange a live video chat judging.  No ‘in person’ judging will be allowed for COA 2020. 
Musicians West also agreed to send all of the tests, answer keys, and aural tracks digitally 
to make it easier to send to teachers. 

All recordings needed to be made between April 13-17th and uploaded to YouTube no later 
than April 18th.  Judges were given April 19-22nd to complete the adjudication. 



Teachers were to send the theory test and ear training to each student as well as the sight 
reading/technique sheet to the parent to put in an envelope until it could be opened live 
‘on camera’ when the recording was made.  Recordings were to be done in 1 “take”, no 
splicing videos together. 

Teachers were asked to submit errors on the tests and a complete list was made.  The link 
was sent to each teacher.  Teachers were to grade the theory and ear training tests and 
then submit a % score to the TVMTA gmail account. Those scores were entered into the 
system.  When the judges comments were completed the scores were finalized.  April 22, 
2020 everything was finalized on all students.  A survey was sent to the and the judges for 
feedback on this year’s ‘digital’ event. 

Overall I feel like “Digital COA” was a success.  We had 21 students earn their Level 1 
trophies, 6 students earn their Level 2 trophies, and 9 Advanced Medals were earned by 
students!! 

Judges were paid based on the number of students and levels that were assigned to them. 
Because of the additional time and changes that were needed the TVMTA Executive Board 
decided to pay Andrea Hansen $250 for her service. Even with this additional cost we were 
able to stay under budget. 

Thank you to all the teachers, students, judges, and COA Committee that helped make this 
event successful. 

Other Thoughts on Certificate of Achievement 
By Nadine Reece 

Congratulations to TVMTA for a successful COA season in an unforgettable year! 

This year’s round of Certificate of Achievement involved unprecedented challenges, and as 
the dust settles, we celebrate the victories and catch our breath after such a roller-coaster 
ride!  But first, let’s publicly thank Chairman Andrea Hansen, who met every one of those 
challenges with professional grace, a cool head, solid leadership, and the lion’s share of the 
workload.  The COA committee worked well together making quick, confident decisions so 
that a year’s worth of hard work would not be lost. 

TVMTA teachers showed their grit as they converted studios to unexpected on-line remote 
work, while simultaneously putting finishing touches on performances and drilling sight 
reading, theory, and ear training for exams.  Those comfortable in electronics used 
doc-sharing, screen sharing, and pick-up-your-assignment-on-my-front-porch sharing. 
Many had students video their lessons, with teacher and student reviewing those videos 
during their scheduled lesson times.  All put in extra hours; all faced audio limitations and 
band-width problems; all got creative and even experimental and grew!   



Although judging also presented several challenges, it also presented some of the best 
rewards.  Judges were flexible on a variety of platforms, and teachers and adjudicators 
worked together graciously for the best experience possible.  But most amazing was 
connecting to live-feed at 8:30am on a Saturday morning during a stay-at-home order, and 
meeting smiling parents, kids dressed in “Sunday best,” solid preparation and typically 
poised presentations!  After reading so much rhetoric on social media about being “bored,” 
TVMTA produced proof that musicians of any age don’t have time to be bored!   

The end result of COA 2020 was a community of parents, students, and teachers who were 
very grateful that TVMTA completed COA; particularly by students in the high levels who 
had committed to this year’s program at the cost of other extracurriculars and 
opportunities.  TVMTA responded to the challenges as confident professionals in the 
community and were rewarded with success and many memories. 

Request from Webmaster 
by Andrea Hansen 

Information that needs to be updated on the website....please allow 1 week for that 
information to be updated. This means membership directory, calendar, Sonatina, COA, 
any information that needs to be updated for this next year.   

Listen Up 
by Suzanne Winegar Clive 

Do you ever feel at the end of the day like your ears need a break? Since the bulk of my 
working day is listening to students with a critical and giving feedback, I often feel like my 
ears are “tired” at the end of a teaching day, and I need the silence. 

During the past month, I have found some extra time on my hands, and have used some of 
it to reignite my love of listening to beautiful music, just for the pure enjoyment of it. I was 
inspired by an article I read in the New York Times. 

The article challenged many world-famous musicians to convince a non-classical music 
lover to fall in love with classical music in just 5 minutes. What a thought provoking and 
creative challenge! I wonder what music all of you would choose? 

Among the many beautiful choices were a few of my favorites: “The Fairy Garden” by 
Maurice Ravel. The musician who suggested it said they are “devastated” when the piece 
ends because they don’t want to return to the real, physical world. Another wonderful 
choice was “Duet” by Steve Reich. This piece hypnotizes my ears, but challenges my 
thinking as well. Of course you might expect Beethoven’s 7th Symphony: Allegretto 
movement to be on the list! 



It is a potent reminder to nag our families to listen listen listen, and not just to the pieces 
they are learning! Last summer I created a 3-month (3 page) calendar with a different piece 
written on each day of the month, asking families to do a little “summer listening” each day. 
Did it work? I’m not sure to be honest. But I’m going to try it again this summer, because 
what can be more inspiring than listening to the incredible beauty of classical music! 

2019-2020 Secretary Report 
by Andrea Hansen 

Welcome to these new members: 

April Kroshus (New Member/Transfer from NV) Meridian, Idaho april.kroshus@gmail.com 
(208) 353-8023 

Suzanne Haynes (New Member) Meridian, Idaho suzanne@haynesfam.org 
(805) 368-1210 

Rebecca L. Wren (New Member) Meridian, Idaho rebeccawren1@gmail.com 
(801) 690-3260 

Kris Vargas Arrington (New Member) Boise, Idaho k.a.01@me.com 

Heidi A. Roberts (New Member) HeidiR121@gmail.com 
(208) 880-4630 

Remember that TVMTA Memberships expire June 30, 2020. Please log in to 
www.MTNA.org/renew and renew your membership. 

Sonatina Competition 
by Amy Audas 

I am very pleased to tell you that our 2020 Sonatina List is now on the website. Please take 
some time to explore this year’s excellent repertoire, selected by our Repertoire Chair, 
Halimah Brugger. Thank you, Halimah, for all of your hard work! (Please direct any 
questions regarding repertoire to Halimah.) Our website will be updated periodically to 
reflect any new information or changes. 

To provide more repertoire choices for our students, the 2020 Sonatina List has fifteen 
levels, with two choices of piece for every level (and with a sonatina or sonata in almost 
every level!). This year we are very fortunate to have the contributions of two very talented 
composers from our musical community, Reed Burkholder (Level 1) and Jeremy Schrepple 
(Level 10). An audio recording of Jeremy’s “Sonata in Gene, Quick Walk” may be accessed on 
the website under “2020 Sonatina List.” 
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My students are very excited to start the new literature, and are very much looking 
forward to participating in this competition. So many of my students are practicing more 
due to our present situation, so I am loading them up with repertoire for our events next 
year! In these uncertain times, as our lives have changed so quickly and may continue to 
change in ways we do not know, I am very thankful for this competition, for the continuity 
and goal it provides for our students and for us. It is an opportunity to strive for excellence, 
enjoy accomplishment and embrace beauty. It is an event we can celebrate together as a 
musical community, an event which we can make happen whether in a physical or virtual 
format. Please let me know if you have any suggestions or wish to help with our event this 
year. I want to make this competition very special and positive for our students. To 
everyone who volunteered and participated last year and to those who are new to this 
competition, thank you for taking the time to read this message and please join us this 
November!!!  

Boise Tuesday Musicale 12-Piano Concert 
by Nadine Reece 

Sign-ups are now open for the 2020 12-Piano Concert, The Grandest Show on Earth!, 
scheduled for September 19 at the NNU Brandt Center. For general information, a 
repertoire list and recordings, and sign-ups for limited spaces, please visit the website at 
https://www.boisetuesdaymusicale.com/12-piano-concert.html. We would love to see 
you involved and joining the fun! 

Looking for New Students 
Gerri Harrison is looking for new students of all ages. She lives in Hobble Creek, east of 
Eagle Road. (208) 941-2234, pianogerri@gmail.com  

Newsletter Items 
by Tawna Love, editor 

With our printed format, please be mindful of length in order to keep the printing cost 
down. One page is approximately 600 words. Most information can be relayed in a page or 
less. The word count appears at the bottom left of your word document. When submitting 
content for the newsletter, please send it in a word document attached to your email, if at 
all possible. This makes formatting so much faster. Please send content to Tawna at 
lovin88@gmail.com after each call for submissions, with Newsletter and Title in the subject 
line. Thank you! 
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